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FROM THE PRESIDENT
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Dear Members, 

Your symposium is almost ready to launch. We are hoping to have all the information
and pricing up and ready for you to join by the end of August.  

Many have been involved behind the scenes testing online conference platforms 
(myself, David & Sue), and online exhibition platforms (Caitlin Hepworth). A very time 
consuming task but also exciting as we have almost finalised our choices. The online 
exhibition platform is impressive and the work that Caitlin is doing to make it look 
spectacular on the day will be no small feat. Caitlin will have her hands full editing in 
photoshop to remove the background of your mosaic work, then further editing to 
upload it. This online exhibition platform has a walk through feel as if you are in a real 
gallery and you will be able to walk around (so to speak) the mosaic sculptures. 

Luna Cameron-Parrish has to date gathered 32 presenters from Australia, New 
Zealand, USA, UK, Scotland, Canada, Italy, Japan, South Africa and Greece. Sitara 
Morgenster, our web manager, is now busy adding images and short bios about the 
presenters and I encourage you to visit this page regularly to see updates. She has 
been writing and responding to many mosaic artists around the globe and has 
received an overwhelmingly positive feedback from all, even the ones who couldn’t fit 
it into their schedule. 

And finally, David Lacey is getting ready to figure out all the necessary IT financial 
connections needed to make this event happen. 

Thank you to all who are investing so much of their personal energy to make this 
symposium an amazing experience for us all. 

…..dare to imagine 

noula 

https://maanz.org/symposiums/online-2021-revolution-evolution/presenters/


THE SYNERGY PROJECT
" I t ’ s  h a rd  t o  i m a g i n e ,  b u t  s o m e t i m e s  b e i n g
m a k e s  p e o p l e  eve n  m o re  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  d o  



 fo r c e d  t o  b e  s e p a ra t e d  
t h i n g s  t o g e t h e r "

During 2020, a group of eight Victorian artists 

worked together on an ambitious large scale mosaic 

project under lockdown conditions. Two large 

collaborative installations resulted and were 

exhibited in April 2021. Amanda Tattam and Helen 

Bodycomb explain this unique project. 

SYNERGY and THE SYNERGY SISTERS  
L-R: Judith Watson, Christine Nixon, Amanda Tattam, Ruth Maclaren, 
Chris Baines, Helen Bodycomb, (Penny and Bella), Louise Marson, 
Rhonda McGuinness 
April 2021 
Photography: Julie Millowick 3



Mosaic courses had been cancelled and 
people were starting to miss regular 
sessions at Helen’s studio. So, Helen 
suggested Zoom catch ups for the open 
access studio days regulars - Christine 
Baines, Rhonda McGuiness, Ruth Maclaren, 
Louise Marson, Christine Nixon, Amanda 
Tattam and Judith Watson. 
 
After the first few sessions, Helen identified 
this digital online studio as offering a unique 
opportunity to work differently.    She 
encouraged the group to focus on 
developing a collaborative mosaic work that 
could be made remotely across multiple 
locations. The artists brain-stormed 
individually and together, and started 
making prototype components for a large 
collaborative mosaic artwork. Each artist 
brought her own special style, ideas and 
technical approach to the concept 
development and ultimately to the making.  

Pandemic life has many unpredictable 
twists and turns.  
 
It’s hard to imagine, but sometimes being 
forced to be separated makes people even 
more determined to do things together.  
 
This was the case in April 2020 when a 
group of Victorian mosaic artists decided 
they wouldn’t let COVID stop them from 
making mosaics and getting together. Many 
had been to Italy together with Helen 
Bodycomb on mosaic study tours in 2017 
and 2019, so they already shared a special 
bond.  
 
By March 2020 and the first Victorian 
lockdown, everyone was seeking ways to 
cope with the dislocation and isolation of the 
pandemic. 

THE SALON: BANDS by Louise Marson 
marble, dimensions variable, 2019 - 2021 
Photography: Julie Millowick 
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By mid 2020 the group felt inspired and 
motivated in the knowledge they were 
achieving something wonderful together – 
indeed that the whole group was stronger 
than the sum of its parts. They had decided 
what to make and how. Then came the 
second hard lockdown.  
  
Spring felt like winter, even when it was 
warmer. Restrictions dragged on and strict 
stay-at-home and curfew orders continued - 
for some - almost five months. By now The 
Synergy Project had become central to many 
people’s lockdown lives. The group ploughed 
on meeting via zoom, emailing one another 
photos and sharing suggestions via SMS 
and email, staying focused on something 
positive. Finally, the Christmas gathering 
was the first time the ‘Synergy-sisters’ could 
be together in person and see the growing 
assemblage of what they had been making. 

THE UNSWEPT FLOOR 
Collaborative installation: Judith Watson, Christine Nixon, Amanda Tattam, 
Ruth Maclaren, Chris Baines, Helen Bodycomb, Louise Marson, Rhonda 
McGuinness 
glass smalti, marble, dimensions variable, 2020 - 2021 
Photography: Julie Millowick 

Judith - an accomplished doll maker and 
potter had made hundreds of tiny kiln-fired 
hand-painted ceramic arms, legs and 
bodies. Rhonda, a keen gardener and nature 
lover had made two hoverflies to go over the 
sunflower. But in true collaboration, every 
artist worked on virtually every part of 
Synergy, making and sometimes un-making 
each other’s work.  
 
450 individual cells comprising the 
sunflower-like arrangement were made 
across multiple state-wide locations before 
being assembled in Castlemaine. Some cells 
arrived by mail, lovingly packaged and sent 
by long term lockdown members in 
Melbourne. Others were brought by group 
members who could travel to the studio, to 
work in small groups of just two or three. In 
this way the mosaic cells were painstakingly 
made and assembled, tweaked and resolved 
to function together as one work, Synergy. 
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Synergy is a wall installation of 450 discrete 
cells. It expresses the joy and humour from
the experience of being alone, together. 
Synergy also celebrates resilience and the 
place of humankind within a greater, more 
powerful Mother Nature. The group is 
hopeful that Synergy will be part of another 
exhibition and will eventually find a 
permanent home so that it can be enjoyed in 
an enduring way. It is currently under 
consideration for a major public acquisition. 

But Synergy was just the first of two 
collaborative works made for exhibition. The 
second was The Unswept Floor, a multi-
panel floor installation depicting foods and 
objects associated with eating.    Inspired by 
the Greco-Roman genre of Asaraton 
(meaning The Unswept Floor), it depicts 
items associated with dining as though they 
have been randomly strewn from a dining 
table. Each artist chose their own subject, 
ranging from a mouse nibbling cheese to 
sections of nuts, fruit and fish. A discarded 
face mask lent a 2020 twist on this mosaic 
tradition attributed to the second century 
Greek mosaicists Sosos. 

THE SALON 
works by Chris Baines and Amanda Tattam 

dimensions variable, 2019 - 2021 
Photography: Julie Millowick 

And so each item was made in the artists’ 
own studios, with plenty of consultation 
with one another. In the final installation, 
they were convincingly presented as though 
recently unearthed sections of the same 
ancient floor. 
 
The final part of the exhibition was a salon 
hang of recent works, many of which were 
for sale, and were sold. This four-week 
exhibition drew more than 500 visitors from 
across Victoria, and even interstate.  
 
The Synergy Project was led by Helen 
Bodycomb. It was enabled through Helen’s 
receipt of a Sustaining Creative Workers 
Grant from Creative Victoria and the 
exhibition was supported by a grant from 
the Regional Arts Fund, Regional Arts 
Victoria. 
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THE SALON 
works by Chris Baines, Ruth Maclaren and 

Rhonda McGuinness 
dimensions variable, 2019 - 2021 

Photography: Julie Millowick 

THE SALON 
works by Christine Nixon, Chris Baines, 
Ruth Maclaren, Rhonda McGuinness and 
Judith Watson 
dimensions variable, 2019 - 2021 
Photography: Julie Millowick 
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS  
 
Helen Bodycomb 
Helen Bodycomb has been a full-time artist working in mosaic for more than 30 years. She 
trained in fine art in Australia and Italy and has been teaching mosaic for 20 years. She loves 
the history and art form of mosaic and helping other people to advance their knowledge and 
practice of it too. Up until COVID Helen has been leading annual mosaic study tours in Italy, 
which she hopes to do again in the COVID-safe future. In 2019 Helen completed her practice-
led PhD, exploring ‘Mosaic: Classical Principles and the Act of Making in Contemporary 
Works’. Helen is delighted to have recently formed the Victorian MAANZ Steering Group 
together with colleagues Bev Plowman and Barb Uhlenbruch.  
www.helenbodycomb.com.au 
 
 
Christine Baines 
Chris trained as an art and craft teacher majoring in metalcraft. She taught art, technology 
and visual design in a variety of educational settings, including in Tonga for three years. Her 
interest in mosaic art practice was first sparked 15 years ago when she began taking classes. 
Christine developed her skills more through advanced workshops with Helen Bodycomb and 
travelling to Italy on a mosaic study tour in 2019. Chris lives on a farm at the foot of Mt Cole in 
Central Victoria with her husband Bill, two alpacas and a sheep.   
 IG: @cbaines_mosaics 
 
 
Louise Marson  
Louise is an emerging artist living with a disability from an acquired brain injury and mental 
illness. Based out of her studio at Collingwood Yards, Melbourne, Louise works primarily with 
mosaics, having been taken with this medium during her travels through Barcelona in the 
1990s. Louise’s projects often deal directly with her experience of mental health and disability 
- giving form, texture and colour to the unseen and unwanted.   Her art practice is both her 
voice and her mindfulness. The Synergy Project was an opportunity for Louise to work 
collaboratively whilst in isolation during COVID. 
www.louisemarson.com 
 IG: @louise.marson 
 
Ruth MacLaren 
Ruth has been making mosaics for over nine years and has participated in many workshops 
and courses in Australia and Italy. She believes mosaic is absorbing and meditative, and is an 
effective and healing therapy. The Synergy project has been a joyous and thought-provoking 
piece of work to be involved with.  Ruth is in her second year of a Bachelor of Creative Arts at 
La Trobe University in Bendigo, and this is allowing her to extend her artistic practice and 
creativity in many directions.  
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Rhonda McGuiness  
Rhonda has always loved learning about culture, art, science and nature. While she has 
studied the old masters, her main focus has been textiles and design. Since retiring from the 
workforce, Rhonda has found that mosaic art brings all of her creative interests together and 
it has opened up a new world. She works with abstract forms intuitively and has attended 
many courses and workshops with Helen Bodycomb and other teachers in Australia and Italy. 
Rhonda finds the process of making mosaics inspiring and restorative.  
  

Christine Nixon AM 
Christine has long been drawn to creative pursuits and has found making mosaics to be an 
absorbing activity. She enjoys depicting nature in her works and using materials that provide 
rich textures and colours, and has been making mosaics for 15+ years, twice studying 
mosaics in Italy. Christine is well known in public life for her role as Australia’s first female 
police commissioner, then Victorian Police Commissioner (2001-2009). Since her retirement 
from policing she has held many prominent board positions and is a sought after mentor, 
speaker and consultant on women’s leadership.   

Amanda Tattam  
Amanda is an emerging mosaic and mixed media artist who enjoys scavenging for treasures 
with curiosity and creating something new from every day upcycled items. Amanda started 
making things with broken items when she moved to Castlemaine in 2000. She has attended 
many courses and workshops and also took part in the life changing mosaic study tour to 
Italy in 2017 where she gained skills in traditional mosaic techniques. Amanda who is also a 
writer and editor, now lives in Melbourne and loves working on mosaic projects with children 
and community members. 
Mosaicmaker.com.au 
IG: @Amandatattam_mosaics 

Judith Watson 
Judith began her artistic life as a potter in the 1970s and in the 1980s launched a successful 
dollmaking and china painting business running workshops Australia-wide. After moving to 
Ballarat in 2016 Judith began studying contemporary and Roman mosaics. Judith completed 
the Arts Pathways course in Castlemaine and Certificate IV in visual arts at Oxygen College 
Ballarat in 2018. Studying mosaics in Italy in 2017 and 2019 had a profound impact on 
Judith’s arts practice, with short courses at the Scuola di Mosaicisti del Friuli in Spilimbergo 
and Koko Mosaico in Ravenna, as well as a workshop with Arianna Gallo in Sicily.  
A serious car accident in 2019 has not dampened Judith’s commitment to mosaic 
practice.  She lives in Castlemaine with her husband John and four rescue cats. 
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MAI invigorates a new perspective of mosaic art in numerous contexts and celebrates 
established, as well as emerging, artists working in the medium today. The 54 
selected works from members throughout the world reflect the multiplicity of the 
mosaic medium and its endless applications. The series comprises separate, juried 
exhibits featuring the best in contemporary fine art, architectural, community, and 
site-specific mosaics from SAMA's diverse international membership. 
 
As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, SAMA cancelled its 2020 exhibition and is 
presenting the 2021 exhibition as a fully interactive, virtual experience. SAMA 
Executive Director, Dawnmarie Zimmerman, who designed it explains: “Artists who 
use this medium spend countless hours producing work that is best presented in 
person for viewers to experience the aspects of texture, colour, reflectivity, and 
intricacy of design that is possible with mosaic. We have created an intimate, digital 
experience wherein viewers receive large, juicy images and longer, more in-depth 
statements from artists, to create a connection. It is a very dynamic and intuitive user 
experience that is easy to navigate and accessible on all devices.”   
 
Many of the works in the Fine Art segment will remain on view and are available for 
sale through the exhibition website indefinitely.  
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Shared with permission of the Society of American Mosaics Artists

SAMA News 
Featuring the latest from the Society of American Mosaic Artists 

 The Annual Mosaic Arts International Exhibition Series 2021

https://mosaicartsinternational.americanmosaics.org/


“The arts are the voice and memory of all 
societies. They express perceptions of the 
past, present existences, events, feelings, 
ideas, and thoughts about human life, 
learnings, and beliefs. Art is one of the 
main resources for broadening our 
experiences beyond events in our 
surroundings. As artists, we have to give 
ourselves over to creative expression, and
to be willing to share our creative 
experiences with the world around us. For 
adjudication, this takes a certain amount 
of determination and courage.” 
 
Julia Lang-Shapiro is Director of Media, 
Visual, and Performing Arts for Long 
Beach Public Schools. 

“Any juried show is a representation of 
the combined perspectives and 
backgrounds of the jurors, the limitations 
of the show’s criteria, and the pool of 
entries, including its supporting materials. 
My hope for MAI is not just that it shows 
the best of our community, but that it 
helps to elevate mosaic’s acceptance as a 
fine art within the larger art community.” 
 
Anabella Wewer is a graphic designer 
and internationally exhibited mosaic 
artist. 

BEST IN SHOW
Jacki Gran Homestead, FL USA 
Fire Within 2019   
H 36.5” W 25” D 2” 
Mexican smalti and gold 

Communicating my feelings can often 
be difficult. You can rely on me to listen 
to your problems but I don't often share 
my own. Through my mosaic journey, I 
have found a way to express the 
passion that is inside me without the 
filter of words. 

“Painting can produce a beautiful 
portrait, but the lines and 
luminescence of hard materials in 
this work produce an effect that 
cannot be achieved with paint—a 
perfect example of what mosaic can 
do that other mediums cannot.” -
Anabella Wewer

Julia Lang-Shapiro, Juror 
Long Island, NY USA 

Anabella Wewer, Juror 
Macungie, PA USA 
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TECHNICAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Michael Kruzich San Francisco, CA 
USA       
Trittico del Pacifico 2020 
H 66” W 52” D 1.5” 
Stone, Italian and Mexican smalti,
coloured gold 

San Francisco chef, Peter Hemsley, was 
specific in the subject matter but left the 
rest to me. I incorporated the movement 
and fine details that I enjoy imbuing my 
works with and chose to do a black thin-
set background which is poured up to the 
edge of the mosaic but slightly below the 
mosaic level which gives the subject a 
slight forward relief from the background. 
“Part of the mastery of one’s medium is to 
know which technique and which materials 
to use, and to decide on scale and 
proportion to achieve one’s artistic 
vision.”  -Anabella Wewer

CONTEMPORARY INNOVATION AWARD
Donna Van Hooser Goodyear, AZ USA 
Violet  2018 
H 18” W 33” D 1” 
Telephone wire, various hardwoods  
 
I’m always excited to meet a new material to use 
in a mosaic. Every object, piece of glass, or, in 
this case, cable full of colourful telephone wires 
presents its own limitations and challenges to be 
overcome and explored. Violet is one of my
favourite mosaic subjects - from her serious 
expression to her not-so-serious pose, she is the 
perfect weim-model - regal yet slightly goofy. 

“Donna’s mastery in working only with the limited 
colour palette of electric wire to present us with a 
beautifully and expertly executed portrait, elevates the 
work to the fine art category and has challenged the 
definition of mosaic art.”  -Anabella Wewer 
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JUROR'S CHOICE - Julia Lang Shapiro
Yulia Hanansen Baltimore, MD USA 
Light as a Wave as a Particle 2019 
H 27” W 81” D 3” (combined dimension) 
Smalti glass, cement mortar on hand-
formed substrate. 

“The panels are an undulating ocean of 
technicolour smalti glass, showcasing the 
myriad of values found in the colour 
spectrum.” -Julia Lang- Shapiro

JUROR'S CHOICE - Annabella Wewer
Barbara Uhlenbruch Melbourne, Australia  
Goodbye Old Life 2020 
H 27.50” W 27.50” D 3” 
Smalti glass (Italian and Mexican), marble, 
gold smalti 
 
In early 2020, there was a worldwide sense 
of knowing that things were changing in an 
unprecedented way and that life, as we 
knew it, was fast disappearing. This work 
captures a sense of the loss of something 
treasured whilst still holding on to a sense of 
hope for its return. 

“The colour work within the simple andamento 
is anything but simple. It’s a rich, vibrant 
darkness that leads to light using a beautiful 
gradation, a personal favourite, punctuated by 
bits of gold. I can imagine standing there, next 
to the figure, waiting.” -Anabella Wewer
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Each panel of this triptych represents a 
section or a full visible light spectrum. 
“Redshift” panel represents the light that 
has been traveling away from us and 
“Blueshift,” light that has been traveling 
towards us. The central panel, after
which the whole triptych is named, 
shows a full light spectrum.



SITE SPECIFIC-BEST ARCHITECTURAL MOSAIC

Bonnie Cohen Akron, OH USA 
CONNECT 2020 
H 55’ W 8” D 4”  
  
MATERIALS: Glass mosaic, recycled glass, porcelain tile, stainless steel, Cleveland carbon 
steel, mirror, smalti   
INSTALLATION: Cleveland State University, Washkewicz College of Engineering, Cleveland, 
OH USA 
 
The artwork draws an earthbound map: Cleveland State’s GPS coordinates anchor the 
university itself in place. The seven monumental letters were designed using the Golden 
Rectangle, a mathematical formula based on a set of numbers known as the Fibonacci 
Sequence. Eight hundred years after its discovery, it is still inspiring artists and engineers to 
connect science, technology and nature to achieve balance and beauty.  
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SITE-SPECIFIC BEST 
COMMUNITY MOSAIC

Ann Wydeven Milwaukee, WI 
USA 
La Casa de Esperanza Charter 
School 2019
H 25’ W 15’ 
  
MATERIALS: Glass tile   
INSTALLATION: Waukesha, WI 
USA 
 
“The House of Hope” is a full-
service charter school with a 
mission to provide opportunities 
for children to achieve full social 
and economic participation in 
society, with emphasis on the 
Hispanic population. The mural is 
devoted to both primary and 
higher education. 
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The Society of American Mosaic Artists (SAMA) is a nonprofit organization dedicated 
to educating, inspiring, and promoting excellence in the mosaic arts.  

 
Founded in 1999, we are a vibrant and ever-expanding group of more than 900 

members, including mosaic artists at all levels, mosaic aficionados, collectors, materials 
suppliers, and art educators. We have put renewed emphasis on strengthening ties 
with other mosaic organisations around the globe to pursue common goals and 

developing new programs relevant to our diverse membership. 
 

Society of American Mosaic Artists 
PO Box 624 • Ligonier, PA  15658 • American Mosaics.org 

All photos supplied by the artist



MAANZ 2021 Exhibition Series

In conjunction with the MAANZ 2021 Online 
Symposium, we will be holding two 
exhibitions.  
30:30 Vision and the MAANZ International 
Exhibition.  
Both exhibitions will be showcased on the 
MAANZ website in conjunction with a 
Virtual 3D exhibition on the platform 
Kunstmatrix.  
 
Info sheets and entry forms are now 
available. 
 
Entries are now open and close on 
September 30 2021. Exhibition dates are 
October 29 2021 – January 30 2022. 
MAANZ will present a virtual opening as 
part of the symposium program.  
 
We have selected the platform Kunstmatrix 
because it handles organic shaped work 
and 3D work very well. It does this by 
enabling me to upload files with a 
transparent background. This allows the 
artwork to be seen in its intended and 
original shape in the gallery, as opposed to 
other platforms which turn everything into 
a ‘stretched canvas’ with the irregular 
shaped artwork or sculpture pictured on the 
canvas as if a photo.  
 
I have prepared a sample exhibition which 
will be available to view with an audio 
explanation of the platform.  
 
This shows the different applications of this 
platform and gives members an idea of 
how the exhibition will look. The Virtual 
Gallery also allows us to include 
information about each work and directs

Caitlin Hepworth
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viewers to the MAANZ website to view 
more details including purchasing 
information. 
 
The sample exhibition contains a range of 
my work that demonstrates the available 
submission options including: 
1. Flat or relief wall hanging work 
2. Free standing sculptural or dimensional 
work 
3. A set of wall hanging or sculptural works; 
ie diptych or triptych, or more pieces, 
thematically connected and working as a 
whole 
4. A temporary installation with multiple
elements 
5. Kinetic work & ceiling hanging work 
 
One of the important elements in the 
successful editing of files for uploading is 
that the quality of the images submitted is 
as good as possible and in accordance with 
the guidelines. Choosing a plain 
background to photograph your work 
against is more important than ever. 
 
This year we also have the option to submit 
a video for the MAANZ International 
exhibition. The videos will not be shown in 
the virtual gallery but will be showcased 
along with the detail shots on the MAANZ 
website.  
 
I have developed some simple DIY video 
guidelines and these are available on the 
exhibitions page as a PDF.  
 
Please direct any questions to the 
Exhibition Coordinator - Caitlin Hepworth  
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As this comes to you, I am sincerely 
hoping that most states will be moving 
towards the end of their lockdowns, or at 
least, the easing of restrictions. 

One of the most rewarding aspects of 
being a mosaic enthusiast is the 
inspiration from peers both here in 
Australia and the many mosaic artists 
around the world. I am constantly 
humbled by the impressive artworks, 
installations and technical brilliance I see 
so often. Following these artists and 
taking in the constant learning and 
information feed inspires me and fills my 
thirst to know and learn more. 

Reps' Reports: 
Francessca O'Donnell (NSW) 

I recently saw a social media post for a 
stunning kitchen bench installation in a 
private home on the North Shore of 
Sydney, by NSW member Marian 
Shapiro. Measuring 3m x 1m, the 
grevillea design was fabricated in 
Marian’s Blue Mountains studio with a 
team consisting of Marian and 
assistants Michelena Bamford and 
Andrea Ketterling. The material was 
Bisazza vitreous glass tile and the 
work was fabricated using the 
traditional indirect method, upside 
down on brown paper with water 
soluble flour and water paste. Once 
completed, it was cut up into sections, 
marked and numbered and transported 
to the site. It was then set onto the 
kitchen island, and the paper soaked 
with water and peeled off. There was 
then a little fine tuning and the next 
day it was grouted with Laticrete 
Spectralock epoxy grout.  

The fabrication of this huge artwork 
took five weeks and 55 person days. 
Installation and grouting took two 
days. 

Symposium 
While I will miss the interaction and 
social aspects of a face to face 
symposium, I am really excited for the 
plans for the virtual symposium coming 
up in the next few months. I can’t wait 
to see entries in both the 30:30 and 
International exhibitions and enjoy the 
many presentations from our 2021 
guest presenters. 

Reps' Reports:  
NSW 

Issue 35 Opus Oracle 18

Work starts in the studio.  L-R: Michelena, Andrea, Marian



Reps' Reports: 
Francessca O'Donnell (NSW) 
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Thanks to all who attended the recent 
MAANZ Qld Meetup in May. It was good 
to catch up with you and hear how you 
have been coping with COVID restrictions 
in your mosaic life. We had some new 
faces at the meeting; Tani from Nth Qld 
and Sharon from Brisbane. Thanks to 
those who brought delicious treats to 
share and stayed on for a sausage sizzle 
after our meetup, basking on my deck in 
the beautiful Queensland sunshine. Quite 
a few couldn’t make it at the last minute, 
so hopefully, we will catch up soon. 
 
Qld MAANZ member David Coggins gave 
a presentation on the making of a 
community mosaic at the Artisans’ Guild 
of Caboolture. He also shared fascinating 
research on the Caboolture Post 
Office/mosaic mural. Another project was 

Reps' Reports: 
Sandy Robertson (QLD) 

showcased: “Reproduction of The Mosaic 
In The Old Caboolture Post Office” (by 
Artist “(Frank) William Smith 1914 – 
1993). Unfortunately, the expected 
Caboolture installation space for the new 
mosaic is no longer available. Can you 
help David Coggins find a suitable public 
Caboolture site? For more info or access 
to an article on Frank Smith/Caboolture 
Post Office (it’s a great read!) contact me 
for David Coggins’ contact details.  
  
As promised, I gave a review on the 
stunning, huge mosaic mural at the 
Brisbane War Memorial Museum, with a 
presentation generously provided via a
link to the Qld State Library. In January 
2022, we will organise a visit to view the 
mural as it’s only open to the public in 
January each year. 
 

Reps' Reports:  
QLD 
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2022 Qld MAANZ Exhibition  
Venues are being sought out for the 2022 
Qld MAANZ Exhibition but with COVID 
still causing uncertainty, no decisions 
have been made yet.  
 
Wynnum Community Art Project  
Thanks also for the fun and assistance 
working on the mosaics for Regis Aged 
Care, Wynnum, community art project. 
We try to meet on some Tuesdays, 
(COVID permitting and when I am 
available) to work on the murals at 
OzMosaics or at Regis/Wynnum. If you 
would like to help, please contact me.  It’s 
great to create mosaics in the community, 
especially with the elderly folks and your 
time is much appreciated. Two large 
tables have been completed and 
approximately ten wall murals are under 
way.  

Reps' Reports: 
Sandy Robertson (QLD) 

Virtual Symposium 
There was much interest in the upcoming 
virtual symposium and the MAANZ 
symposium committee has been working 
hard behind the scenes. It is time to get 
started on your entries as the deadline is 
September. I had a preview of the MAANZ 
virtual exhibition showcase gallery and 
it’s fantastic! Grab your sketch pad and 
get nipping. 
  
If you have any voluntary community art 
projects on the go, or special interest 
mosaic projects, please email me 
information on the project images, dates, 
size of project, helpers etc for possible 
inclusion on the MAANZ FB page. When 
COVID settles down again, fingers 
crossed, I will set up another Qld meetup 
date via Qld MAANZ newsletter.   
  
Keep safe, warm and healthy and 
inspired! Cheers and mosaic hugs! 
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Reps' Reports: 
Kristin Wohlers (SA) 

Reps' Reports:  
SA 

Issue 35 Opus Oracle

The cold has hit! Many of us are trying 
to heat our workshops while working 
on SALA (South Australian Living 
Artist) pieces, MAANZ exhibitions and 
other projects.  
  
The SALA exhibition extravaganza 
starts on July 30. This year the program 
is online and there will be an app as 
well.  

Mosaic Art Talks - Date Change 
Saturday 4th September. Mosaic Art 
Talks (MATs) 
This is a new initiative in Adelaide by a 
group of enthusiastic mosaic artists to 
share the wealth of knowledge and 
experience that exists here in South 
Australia and to demonstrate the wide 
variety of possibilities of this most 
ancient art form. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to meet other mosaicists 
and add to your knowledge.  

The day will be packed full of 
information, making connections, 
seeing what’s possible. There will be 
information talks, a Q & A session, 
demonstrations of a variety of tools, 
techniques and products and more. 
Here is the link to the Facebook page. 
 
SA Exhibition 
South Australia is having an exhibition 
in September 2021. The theme is Bold 
and Beautiful.  
Exhibition Dates: Friday 3rd September 
to Friday 24th September 
Opening and awards presentation: 
Friday 3rd September at 6pm  
Location: Pepper St Arts Centre, 558 
Magill Rd Magill SA 5072 
Gallery opening hours: Tues - Fri 10am 
- 5pm, Sat 12 noon - 5pm 
Registration for entries closing date: 
Sunday 8th August.  
 
The Facebook page SA Mosaics has all 
the details. Anyone, anywhere is 
welcome to participate. The fee is $25 
for each entry. It will be judged, there 
will be prizes and it will be opened by 
Kate Jenkins.  
  
These two events, Bold and Beautiful 
and MATs are supported by Burnside 
Council.  
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https://www.salafestival.com/artfuel/program
https://www.facebook.com/SA-Mosaics-103610841808882
https://www.trybooking.com/BQQLA
https://www.facebook.com/SA-Mosaics-103610841808882
file:///usr/local/www/flipsnack.com/code/exports/v7titpz2gx_1626231779750/page-24.html


Reps' Reports: 
Sue Leitch (TAS) 

Reps' Reports:  
TAS 
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Warrane Community Garden 
I have some exciting news for those of you 
who were involved with the community 
garden project in Warrane.    The garden is 
now officially known as Warrane 
Community Garden at the request of the 
local community. Interest in the mosaics is 
growing following our workshop earlier in 
the year. The Warrane Mornington 
Neighbourhood Centre has applied for more 
funding to hold another workshop in the 
coming months. 
 
I am proposing that we have two 
workshops: one for the community, and 
another one for Tasmanian branch 
members of MAANZ so we can grow the 
mural.    I will be calling for expressions of 
interest for volunteers for both workshops 
and would love to have you work with me 
again on this project.    Dates to be 
determined. 
 

I also have another batch of shapes for the 
mural to keep it growing from artist Bev 
Plowman of Victoria. Bev was behind the 
original workshop at the MAANZ 2017 Hobart 
Symposium and has created more Tasmanian 
flora and fauna to mosaic.    Materials for the 
community workshop have been funded by 
the City of Clarence.  I will be asking those of 
you interested in the MAANZ workshop to 
come with a donation of suitable coloured 
materials to make this achievable.  I will work 
out how much material is needed in the 
coming weeks when the new panels arrive 
from Melbourne.  I will of course keep this to a 
manageable amount and if we have anyone 
willing to donate more, that would be 
welcome! 
 
Send me an email if you are keen to take part 
in either workshop or if you would like to know 
more.  
  
Zoom Branch Member Catch Ups 
In the lead up to the MAANZ virtual 
symposium in October I am proposing to hold 
some Zoom meetings to provide support to 
members who would like to learn more about 
the two exhibitions (International and 
30:30).    The branch representatives recently 
met with the symposium committee and had 
a briefing from Exhibition Coordinator Caitlin 
Hepworth on our virtual platform and how 
some of the requirements have changed to 
better suit an online format.    The first Zoom 
meeting will be held on Monday 26th July 
(SAVE THE DATE!!) with details on how to join 
in coming through the branch newsletter.  The
online exhibition platform looks great and I am 
also really keen to share more information 
about the speakers for the symposium with 
you. 
 
Happy mosaicing! 23

Potential flowers for Community Garden 
Mosaics with lead artist Bev Plowman

mailto:tasrep@maanz.org.au


Reps' Reports:
Helen Bodycomb (VIC) 
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Reps' Reports:  
VIC 
 I have been a proud member of MAANZ 
since its beginnings in 2002 and am 
delighted to now be steering the Victorian 
Branch forward, together with my esteemed 
colleagues Bev Plowman and Barb
Uhlenbruch. We recently conducted a survey 
of members with fascinating results, 
including that 65.6 % of respondents identify 
as intermediate standard and 29.7% 
advanced with their mosaic skills. 91% say 
they would like to learn about popular 
contemporary and experimental 
contemporary mosaics. They are also very 
interested in exhibitions and workshops. 
These findings are important because they 
inform where Bev, Barb and I will be 
focusing our 2022 plans for Victorian 
MAANZ members. 

We are excited to be kicking things off
with a ‘Sip ‘n Chat’ on zoom - Sunday 
18th July at 4 pm. So if you are a Vic 
MAANZ member and either didn’t receive 
a survey email or forgot to respond, or 
haven’t yet received a Zoom invite for our 
‘Sip n Chat’, please email Bev 
immediately so you can contribute. It’s 
not too late! 
 
It’s been a rocky ride for all Victorians, 
who have navigated four COVID-19 
induced waves of lockdown over 16 
months. Some Melbourne folk have 
endured close to six months of 
accumulated lockdown. The challenges 
cannot be underestimated, from the 
logistical, psychological to the social and 
creative. I am immensely proud and 
inspired by all Victorian MAANZ 
members who have used their artform to 
rise above the challenges and make and 
share innovative mosaic practices during 
this difficult time. Among them are Lucy 
Cleary and Amanda Tattam. 
 
Botanical Fantasy: Life in Glass  
Lucy Cleary recently held an exhibition 
entitled Botanical Fantasy: Life in Glass 
at the beautiful historic Le Page 
Homestead in the northern suburbs of 
Melbourne. Lucy’s unique style of art 
combines contemporary glass-forming 
methods with the ancient art of mosaics. 
In her Botanical Fantasy series Lucy 
created an imaginary world of exotic and 
alien flora exploring every conceivable 
colour combination found in our world. 
Lucy also ran a series of workshops in 
conjunction with her exhibition,  

She Man by Lucy Cleary

mailto:bev.plowman@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/lucyclearyglass


Reps' Reports:
Helen Bodycomb (VIC) 
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introducing participants to her creative 
process. These culminated in the creation of 
a collaborative mosaic mural dealing with 
climate change, which is still in progress. 

Darebin Creek Community Mosaic Project  
An ugly concrete block dumped at the 
entrance to an inner urban bushland area in 
Melbourne’s North is currently being 
transformed by a community mosaic project.  
Mosaic artist Amanda Tattam is working
with the Friends of Darebin Creek on the 
installation which includes around 15 pieces 
made by community members. The focus is 
on using only donated upcycled/reclaimed, 
tiles, ceramics and stone. The installation 
celebrates the precious natural environment 
and animal life around the creek. 
It is supported by a grant from City of 
Darebin and will be completed in late Winter 
2021. 

The Synergy Project 
Also aligning with MAANZ’s three key 
aims; exhibitions, education and 
community was The Synergy Project 
which is revealed in a feature article in this 
issue of Opus Oracle. So have a read 
about how The Synergy Project helped 
eight women mosaic artists from across 
Victoria join forces to support one another 
creatively and embark upon an ambitious 
collaboration that resulted in a spectacular 
exhibition in April 2021. I was lucky to be 
one of them. Perhaps one of these 
examples will inspire you to join forces 
with other mosaicists on a special project, 
as we navigate forward together through 
the choppy waters of the ‘new normal’. 

Darebin Creek WIP

Exhibition Opening

https://www.mosaicmaker.com.au/


It has been a very busy few months as 
we moved in and out of COVID 
enforced restrictions. We are excited 
about the upcoming MAANZ 
symposium and exhibitions and hope 
that WA members will participate in 
both. Locally, we have been fortunate 
to maintain a full program of monthly 
events. 

Reps' Reports: 
Dorothy Burke (WA) 

Local Events 
In April we held a workshop in 
conjunction with Liddelow 
Arts.    Enthusiastic participants got 
together to learn the techniques of 
creating forms suitable to take 
mosaics. We made forms using 
fibreglass mesh and thinset, styrofoam 
and plaster tape and other materials to 
create shapes. It was a great fun day. 
Later that month this workshop was 
also held at Bunbury Arts for the 
members who live in the South West 
and who cannot easily attend the 
events held in Perth. 

Reps' Reports:  
WA 
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Our May event was a fused glass 
workshop where we made unique 
fused glass pieces to use in our 
mosaics. 
 
June’s event was a social mosaic day 
held at Arts & Craft World in Morley. 
We brought a small mosaic project to 
work on and also took the opportunity 
to discuss and plan the City Farm 
project and ideas for future events. 
 
Our July event will be a visit to see an 
exhibition at the Moores Gallery in 
Fremantle. This exhibition tells the 
story of post war Italian migrants who 
founded the Universal Tile Factory once 
located in Blinco St, Fremantle and 
produced a range of decorative 
terrazzo tiles used in many of the 
buildings in Fremantle. We are hoping 
to secure a guide for this exhibition. 
Lunch to follow in Moore & Moore Café 
on site. 
 
What: Exhibition at Moores Gallery,  
Fremantle followed by lunch 
  
When: Tuesday July 20. Meet at  
10.30am 
  
Cost: Exhibition - Free. Lunch at  
own cost 



Reps' Reports: 
Dorothy Burke (WA) 

City Farm – Opportunity for Public Art 
Work 
A number of suggestions were
received for the design for our latest 
community project.  
  
The site selected is a stone seat in the 
centre of the farm courtyard opposite 
the main function space, so the site 
has high visibility. Following 
discussion of the suggestions and 
bearing in mind the requirements for 
construction to be mainly off site, a 
proposal of a floral design was made 
to City Farm. 
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Back - Pat, Margie, Lesley, Dorothy 
Front – Mary and Elaine
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Red Gum Retreat
We have a full house for our annual 
retreat in August. The program 
includes three workshops, a film night, 
mosaic exhibition and talks, a 
presentation and of course happy 
hours and plenty of time to relax, 
socialise and enjoy the beautiful 
surrounds. 
  
The workshops are: 
- Recreating an Original Roman 
Mosaic 
- Colour Gradation in Smalti 
 
There will also be a surprise 
workshop which will be revealed 
during the retreat. 
 
That’s it from the West. Keep safe 
everyone. 
 



PAID ADVERTISING

http://www.hughesstudio.com.au/
https://cetta-pilati.com.au/
https://mosaicartsonline.com/


https://helenbodycomb.com/mosaic-workshops
https://mosaicartsonline.com/


Contact your MAANZ team 
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NSW: nswrep@maanz.org PRESIDENT: 
president@maanz.org

NZ: nzrep@maanz.org VICE PRESIDENT: 
vicepresident@maanz.org

QLD: qldrep@maanz.org TREASURER: 
treasurer@maanz.org

SA: sarep@maanz.org SECRETARY: 
secretary@maanz.org

TAS: tasrep@maanz.org OPUS ORACLE EDITOR: 
newsletter@maanz.org

VIC: vicrep@maanz.org
EDUCATION & COMMUNTIY 

OFFICER: 
education@maanz.org

WA: warep@maanz.org

NATIONAL EXHIBITION 
COORDINATOR: 

education@maanz.org 
 



EXHIBITIONS/EVENTS/OPPORTUNITIES/OTHER NEWS

Have a community event/opportunity that you 
know about? Know of upcoming, relevant 

exhibitions?  
Send details to newsletter@maanz.org and we'll 

include them here!
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NEW MEMBERS
ACT  NSW QLD VIC WA INT'L
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Jacqui Meyers Lauren 
Leighton - 
CANADA

Niloofar 
Izardi - IRAN

Susan 
Crocenzi - 

USA

Michelena 
Bamford

Cheryl 
Hardwick

Ines Galletta

Joanna 
Powell

Sue Binzer

Anne 
Patterson

Elizabeth 
Gargaro

Judy Jackson

Shelley 
Smailes

Jennifer 
Sydenham



https://www.facebook.com/Mosaic-Association-of-Australia-and-New-Zealand-MAANZ-114290011965801/
https://www.instagram.com/maanzmosaic
https://www.maanz.org/

