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Dear MAANZ members, 

 

The excitement is building as the symposium gets nearer and we can all share our 

love for mosaics. Over a hundred mosaic enthusiasts will gather in Hobart for four 

days of mosaic excitement.  It’s not too late to register if you’d like to join us.  We even 

have some workshop and tour vacancies. See the symposium update in this eMag for 

more information, including workshop vacancies and have a look at the MAANZ 

website here.  

 

In the meantime you can travel vicariously to Italy with MAANZ members Caitlin 

Hughes and Marian Shapiro, or brush up on your mosaic terms by browsing through 

the mosaic glossary.  See our members’ latest creations in the members’ gallery. Find 

out what inspires Kelley Knickerbocker; one of our symposium speakers, and catch up 

with what’s going on in other states in the state reps’ reports. 

 

Happy mosaicing and looking forward to seeing some of you in Tasmania. 

 

noula 

 

2017 MAANZ Annual General Meeting  

The AGM for 2017 will be held at the MAANZ symposium in Tasmania on Sat 19th 

August at 4.30 pm. The AGM notice, treasurer's report for the financial year 2016/17 

and all related documentation and information for the financial year 2016/17 are 

available in the members’ area of the MAANZ website.  www.maanz.org 

 

All places on the committee become vacant so if you wish to nominate anybody for a 

committee position use the nomination form also available on the MAANZ website in 

the members’ area. 

 

If you wish to raise a motion to be voted on at the AGM, or have any AGM related 

questions, email me at cetta.pilati@gmail.com before 22nd July.  An agenda will be 

posted on the website in early August.  

 

FYI, the MAANZ constitution is available here. 

 

Look forward to seeing you in Hobart. 

 

Cetta Pilati 
MAANZ Secretary  

MAANZ Symposium  

Think Beyond the Square 

 Hobart Function Centre 

Hobart, Tasmania  

17th - 21st August 2017 

http://maanz.org/welcome_to_hobart/symposium-2017/
http://Www.maanz.org
mailto:cetta.pilati@gmail.com?subject=MAANZ%20AGM
http://maanz.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Maanz-Constitution.pdf


The symposium is nearly upon us so here is an update on available opportunities and 

events.  

 

Registrations  
Registrations are still open with a reduced rate for MAANZ members.  Book here. 

 

Exhibition Floor Talks 
There is still room available at both of the exhibition floor 

talks with MAANZ Education Officer Caitlin Hughes which 

will give you an illuminating insight into the works on 

show. This is a free event, but please register in advance 

so that Caitlin knows if she is talking to 10 people or 100!  

The talks are on Thursday at 2 pm and Saturday at 2 pm 

at Salamanca Arts Centre in the Long Gallery.  Book here. 

 

Workshops  

We have vacancies for some of the 

workshops and this is an indication 

of what may be available at the time 

of going to print.  

 

 

 

 

 

Please note you will need to check online if these spaces are still available with our live 

online booking system as things can change quickly! 

 

Workshops with Available Spaces  

Those marked ** are almost sold out at the time of going to print. 

 
Saturday Afternoon 1 - 4 pm  

Wendy Edwards Design and Construction of Sculptures 

Cetta Pilati   Essential tips to Create in Marble ** 

 

Sunday Morning 9.30 am -12.30 pm  

Helen Bodycomb  Contemporary Interpretation of Classical Mosaics ** 

Kelley Knickerbocker   Give Me Room 

Toyoharu Kii    The Kii Mosaic Style ** 
 

Sunday Afternoon 1- 4 pm  

Kate Jenkins     Discover your Visual Language 

Bev Plowman   Mosaic Murals ** 

Sandy Robertson  3D Fantastic Mosaic Flowers  
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With August nearly 

upon us, Symposium  

coordinator, Sue 

Leitch fills us in on all 

the happenings  

MAANZ Symposium  

Think Beyond the Square 

 Hobart Function Centre 

Hobart, Tasmania  

17-21 August 2017 

John Botica’s pebble mosaic workshop in 2015  

Caitlin Hughes 

mailto:http://maanz.org/welcome_to_hobart/symposium-2017/symposium-2017-registration/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/maanz-mosaic-symposium-2017-registration-32179452609#tickets


Exhibitions 

The MAANZ National Exhibition 

will open in the Salamanca 

Gallery in Hobart just before the 

symposium alongside the 30:30 

and Tessera shows. We are so 

looking forward to hanging 

some exciting works. There is 

such an array of styles, subjects, 

and materials.  

 

 

 

The jurors/judges Toyoharu Kii and Helen Bodycomb have made their selection of 

works and will judge and award prizes which will be announced on the Friday night of 

symposium. It is such a hard thing to look at such varied works and come to a decision. 

I wish them well and hope they enjoy the experience. 

 

We are also having a Sallies section where works that were entered  but not chosen to 

be judged for awards will be shown as a non-judged section. The gallery space is so 

lovely it will be well worth visiting.  Don’t forget to book into a free walk and talk with 

Caitlin Hughes who will discuss the various works and different styles and directions of 

contemporary mosaic art.  

. 

Art is such a personal journey 

where everyone’s opinions, 

understandings and love of style 

or colour is so different. None of 

us will probably agree with a 

favourite and that’s what makes 

it so much fun. Not every art 

work appeals to every person 

and as an artist you have to 

understand that but keep going 

with what you believe!  

 

 

Look at Van Gogh who never sold an artwork while he was alive and is now considered 

a genius in the modern art world. 

 

We look forward to seeing you in Hobart and hearing what you think of the works, and 

the exhibition.  

 

Bev Plowman and Fiona Tettman 

National Exhibition Coordinators 
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Artwork:  L-R. Caitlin Hughes, Kate Butler, Inge Gardner, 

Rachel Bremner, Bev Plowman 

Artwork:  Penny Craig 



Social Events at the Symposium 

Keen to catch up with old friends – or make new friends?  Don’t miss out on the 

fabulous symposium social events.   

 

Wednesday  - Sneak Peeks 

Our three exhibitions are open for viewing if you want to get an early peek. 

 

Thursday - Registration and Vendors’ Market 

Register early in the evening and catch up with friends. The cash 

bar with be open and you can browse the mosaic goods available 

in the vendor show Not Salamanca till 9pm.  Free.  For more 

information see the adverts at the back of the eMag.  Vendors at 

the time of going to print are: 

 
 Artopia 

 Wendy Helleman Glass 

 Mosaic Bazaar 

 Smalti Australia 

 Winter Creek Mosaics 
 

Friday - Exhibition Opening and Prize Night $  

After a great day of speakers, the exhibition opening and prize night will be open from 

6.30 pm – 8.30 pm.  There will be live music from the Salamanca Centre while you take 

in the various exhibitions before the announcements later in the evening.   

 

Saturday - Brown Bag Exchange 

Don’t forget to bring a brown bag for the brown bag exchange! It’s 

free to registered symposium participants and you don’t need to 

book a place in advance. All you need to do is put a generous handful 

of mixed tesserae into a brown paper lunch bag, pick up a raffle 

ticket in exchange when you check in at registration and then swap it 

for a bag at the exchange. More information here. 

 

Saturday – Symposium Dinner $  

The dinner is on site at the Hobart Function Centre in the heart of 

the Hobart waterfront.  Please let Symposium Coordinator Sue 

Leitch know by emailing her at tasrep@maanz.org if you have any 

special dietary requirements.  Yes, there will be music to dance to! 

 

Sunday evening - Mosaic Art Salon $  

Great works of art all available for sale through our live auction with 

guest MC Kelley Knickerbocker.  Bid for a unique mosaic art work and 

have a lot of fun as you go.  Don’t forget to keep checking the bids so 

you don’t miss out on that gem you have had your eye on.  Sellers do 

their own transactions and not everyone will take plastic.  You might want to bring some 

cash or even dig out that cheque book. Cash bar and light snacks available. 
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 Events marked $  

These are events 

where delegates’ tick-

ets are included as 

part of the registra-

tion fee. Guest tickets 

are available online 

through registration 

on the MAANZ web-

site.   

http://maanz.org/welcome_to_hobart/symposium-2017/brown-bag-exhange/
mailto:tasrep@maanz.org?subject=Dietary%20requirements


Monday - Symposium Tours  

Take full advantage of your time in Tasmania! We have two exciting tours available. 

 

Castle Phoenix 

There are a few spaces available on the bus to visit Castle 

Phoenix in Geeveston in the south of Tasmania.  This is a 

unique home built with mosaics at its core.  Come and see 

the wonders of building a castle in your own back yard and 

in case you missed it, there are lots of mosaics.   

 

Christine and Francis are happy to have you along to see their progress and would love 

if you could add your own mosaic magic to their wonderful mosaic vision. 

 
MONA  - Museum of Old and New Art  

If you have not been yet, you must.  

It is a unique experience of art, 

food and wine and you could not 

say it is conventional in any way.  

Prepare to be surprised.  

 

 Jump on the short ferry ride down the Derwent River.  Lunch is at your own expense 

and if you want to see the exhibition you will need to purchase a ticket if you do not live 

in Tasmania (Tasmanian residents need to pay for the ferry but entry to MONA museum 

is free).    Book here to secure your ticket to the museum and the ferry ride.  For lunch 

you have a range of options at different price points.  It is a truly unique experience, an 

art lovers haven, and yes you will be challenged at times. Info at mona.net.au  

 

Volunteer at the Symposium 
You still have time to offer to volunteer at the symposium.  It’s a great 

way to get involved and meet people.  Your new BFF may be in your 

next volunteering spot with you. 

 

We're  using SignUp.com to organise our volunteers.  Here's how it works in three easy 

steps.  You will NOT need to register an account or keep a password. 

 

1. Click this link to see the various volunteer opportunities 

2. Review the schedule and choose the spot(s) you like 

3. Sign up!  

 

There are a number of volunteering opportunities during the conference and every little 

bit helps to make it a wonderful occasion for everyone.  Go on and have a look online at 

the opportunities. If you find your name already allocated to a task, this is because you 

have indicated to the symposium coordinator that you were willing to help. Any 

questions, contact Sue at tasrep@maanz.org 

 

Sue Leitch 
MAANZ Symposium Coordinator 
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Circle wall at Castle Phoenix 

MONA 

Note: SignUp.com does 

not share your email 

address with anyone. If 

you prefer not to enter 

your email address, 

please let us know 

which spot(s) you are 

interested in by email 

to tasrep@maanz.org 

and we will sign you 

up manually 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/maanz-mosaic-symposium-2017-registration-32179452609#tickets
http://www.mona.net.au
http://www.SignUp.com
http://signup.com/go/uhDaFfC
mailto:tasrep@maanz.org
mailto:tasrep@maanz.org?subject=Volunteering


Cetta Pilati 
MAANZ:  Can you tell us a little about how you got started as an artist? 

CP: From a very early age I always enjoyed an unexplainable freedom when making art.  

When I was sixteen I had made my first large sculpture for an art project and the 

response from my peers and visitors who viewed the exhibition was something that 

confirmed an artist was what I wanted to be ‘when I grow up’. I quickly found my art 

communicated clearly with people. This moment set me on a path that I continue to 

explore today.  

 

MAANZ: What is the main inspiration for 

your work?   

CP: My inspiration comes mainly from 

experiences, moments and from 

within.  I’ll see something that sparks a 

thought, then an idea and then 

presents visually.  

 

 

MAANZ: Why mosaic, as opposed to other media? 

CP: I studied sculpture at RMIT (the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology in 

Melbourne) and created large steel, wood and glass sculptures.  I took a ten year break 

from art a few years after I married and explored being an expatriate and travelling.  I 

also became a mother.  Returning to art I wanted to find a medium that was natural, 

non-toxic and importantly required no mechanical equipment.   

 

Cetta Pilati 

www.cetta-pilati.com.au 

 

 

Symposium Speakers 

Here is our full line up for 2017.  

 

 

See more about our presenters on the MAANZ website HERE. 
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In this issue, we 

meet the last of our 

great line up of 

speakers 

 Helen Bodycomb, Victoria   Kelley Knickerbocker, USA 

 Rachel Bremner, Tasmania  Cetta Pilati, Victoria 

 Kate Butler, NSW  Bev Plowman, Victoria 

 Wendy Edwards, Tasmania  Sandy Robertson, Queensland 

 Kate Jenkins, SA  Marian Shapiro, NSW 

 Lea Kannar-Lichtenberger, NSW  John Sollinger, USA 

Finding Comfort #1 

45 x 45 x 15 cm, Marble 

http://www.cetta-pilati.com.au
http://maanz.org/symposium/2017-presenters/
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Luna Park, Melbourne 

Ever since he could hold a pencil, Francis has been drawing fantasy castles - hundreds of 

wonderful creations. In recent years, these designs have been developed into something 

that we could live in and that we could get building permission for.  

  

Francis and I are both artists. I am a painter in all 

media and Francis is a sculptor and mosaic art-

ist.  Francis's first  castle was built in his backyard 

using rock collected from cane paddocks in 

Queensland.  He had to leave this castle when he 

sold his home.  When I met him in 2004, Francis 

was building a second castle in Eungella with con-

crete block this time. On visiting the block of land, 

I discovered a huge circular hole in the ground 

with four circles around it. Over the next three 

years, I helped with the building of his dream castle and we got the building four feet 

above ground level.   Although happy with the progress on the castle, Francis could no 

longer stand to live in the hot humid climate of Mackay, Queensland, so we made a 

move to cooler climes. 

 

We had to look forward to the 

new home we were going to 

build in Tasmania.  Francis de-

signed a castle home and 

worked through many varia-

tions.  He then made a detailed 

model of our proposed new 

home. 

 

The development of our final design took at least five years.  We received building per-

mission  at the end of June 2010.  Now came the challenge of building our Castle Phoe-

nix. Building Castle Phoenix and all the garden features is the most major art project 

either of us has ever undertaken.  So far, the build has been self funded but we are try-

ing to see if we can obtain government funding for either tourism or art as our project 

falls between these two. 

We envisage sculptures, sculptured seats 

entirely covered with mosaics, murals, mosa-

ics set in walkways, huge basalt boulders and 

exposed basalt as features.  Close to the cas-

tle there’s a constructed cave leading to an 

area of exposed rock. 

 

The gardens will have a strong mosaic theme 

also.  The paint drip garden is a rounded wall 

covered in yellow mosaic with yellow pansies 

following its curving line.   

We first published 

the story about Cas-

tle Phoenix in 2015.  

As there will be an 

opportunity to visit it 

during the  August 

Symposium, it felt 

appropriate to revis-

it it here. 

Christina Kent told 

us about the genesis 

of the project with 

Francis Shepherd.  

 

 

Castle Howard South elevation 

Castle Phoenix 

Stylized tree mosaic - foliage worked on by 

volunteers at the mosaic workshops. 
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The  courtyard has fantastically 

curving garden walls backed with a 

mini wave wall that echoes the 

main wave wall elsewhere in the 

garden.   

 

The wave wall will have a riot of col-

our along the top of the wave and 

running down each side.  The rest 

of the wave will be large pieces of 

white broken tile mosaic.  This is so 

that the plants will have a backdrop 

for their colour.  

 

When completed, the 

wall will extend the en-

tire width of our proper-

ty and have towers at 

each end and each side 

of the entrance. 

Incorporated into the 

wave wall are numerous 

seats.  Each seat will be 

mosaiced with our fa-

vourite flowers which 

will give each seat its 

own name.  The first will 

be the Lilium seat. 

  

 

 

The latest wall design is the Cat Paw Wall.  This 

wall is being mosaiced with colourful circles 

made at the mosaic workshops. 

 

Christina Kent 
 

Follow Castle 

Phoenix’s pro-

gress on Face-

book  

 

And don’t forget 

to take a look at 

the website  

The Paintdrip wall will be a beautiful graduated blend of light to dark yellows. 

Close-up of the design on the Paintdrip wall  

Francis installing a mosaic from a mosaic work-

shop on the Cat Paw wall. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Building-Castle-Phoenix/510428662322049
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Building-Castle-Phoenix/510428662322049
https://sites.google.com/site/buildingcastlephoenix/


Jo Braun’s mosaics were among the first I discovered when I started down my mosaic 

path in 2005 and continue to be among my favorites. Initially I was drawn to her 

mastery of texture and composition: amazing abstracted groupings and ‘-scapes’ of cast

-off construction materials and machine parts (knob-and-tube wiring components, nails, 

brick, screws, pipes, radio knobs and dials).  But I quickly came to appreciate also the 

sly, wry sense of humor that turned the exposed filament protruding from a broken 

lightbulb base into arms thrown up in surprise at the nearby appearance of a 

thumbscrew ‘wasp’. 

 

Unconventional materials; locks, keys, 

washers, gears, shower knobs 

masquerading as big-nosed alien 

visitors, and unconventional use of 

ordinary materials such as the textured 

backs of salvaged commercial ceramic 

tiles with old mastic still clinging, have 

always been Jo’s technical hallmark. But 

it’s her brilliant conceptual works, 

informed by an anthropologist’s 

insatiable curiosity and fascination with 

context that have provided some of my 

greatest inspirations.  

 

Jo’s Byzantine Mosaic from 2011, is one 

such piece. At first glance this work is 

deceptively simple - consisting of more 

space than tesserae, but it’s a 

thoughtful meditation on the pivotal 

innovation that enabled late antiquity 

Eastern Roman artisans to migrate 

mosaic from the floor to walls and 

ceilings by setting the mosaic on an 

intermediary surface (muslin? horsehair?), the precursor to our fibreglass mesh, then 

onto the final surface.  

The mesh is the guest of honour here, its 

utilitarian function left intentionally, and 

surprisingly beautifully, exposed.  Her substrate 

is made of that same mesh layered with mortar. 

The tesserae are iconic gold cut into slivers which  

mimic the utilitarian grid of the mesh rather than 

into the whole squares that comprise lofty 

Byzantine cathedral ceilings and the halos of 

saints. 

 
Kelley Knickerbocker 
www.rivenworksmosaics.com 
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Kelley Knickerbocker is a 

full-time artist/instructor 

blazing her own 

innovative, ruggedly 

dimensional mosaic 

trail around the globe 

from her studio in 

Seattle, WA, USA.  

Byzantine Mosaic, 71cm x 51cm 

Gold smalti, mortar, fibreglass mesh 

Detail 

Photo credits: Kelley 

Knickerbocker 

http://www.rivenworksmosaics.com
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In the second of a three part series, Kim Grant demystifies mosaic terminology.  

Part three will be published in the November 2017 issue. 

 

Joint - Space between tesserae, generally filled with grout.  The joint unifies the mosaic 

and if grouted the colour choice becomes a strong design element. See Interstice. 

Keying - scoring or roughing up the substrate surface to better accept the adhesive. 

Keystoning – refers to a cutting technique to 

create accurate circular shapes or curved lines 

with parallel interstices between each tessera. 

Lime putty - hydrated lime - (air-setting not 

hydraulic). Must be kept moist by spraying the 

surface with water and covering with plastic 

when not working. Can stay soft and workable 

for months. Used in double reverse method. 

Mastic - premixed ceramic tile adhesive. Not recommended for exterior or wet area 

applications.   

Marmox - a strong light weight cement board ideal for larger mosaics.  The core is 

made from polystyrene and is reinforced with fibreglass mesh before being coated 

with polymer-modified cement mortar. Wedi is a different brand of a similar product.  

MDF - Medium Density Fibreboard . A type of hardboard, which is made from wood 

fibres glued under heat and pressure.  Suitable for indoor applications where 

moisture is not a factor.  Needs sealing 

before use for mosaic. 

Micromosaic - Mosaic made of tiny tesserae 

(at times less than one millimetre square) 

obtained from thin rods of uniformly cut 

polychrome glass paste or filati. 

 

 

Millefiori - From the 

Italian "mille" (thousand) "fiori" (flower). Decorative glass 

made by cutting and arranging cross sections of fused 

glass rods of various colours and thicknesses. 

Mortar - Type of concrete made from a mix of cement 

and fine sand. See cement based adhesive or thinset. 

 

Mosaic - The decoration of a surface with small juxtaposed fragments (tesserae) of 

glass, enamel, stone, or ceramic arranged according to a design traced on a specially 

prepared base. 

OPUS - A creative piece of work in any field of the arts.  In mosaic, opus refers to the 

technique of positioning the tesserae to achieve different effects.   

Opus circumactum - A technique for laying tesserae in fan-like patterns, usually used 

as a background. Creates movement. 

Opus classicum - A combination of opus tessellatum (background) and opus 

vermiculatum surrounding the main object. This technique creates a very strong, 

sharp and clear image.  

Kim Grant is a mosaic 

artist based in 

Canberra. She runs a 

small part time 

business creating 

mosaics on 

commission, teaching 

and leading 

community projects at 

local schools and 

community centres. 

Kim has a keen 

interest in 

architectural 

applications and art 

therapy. 

Curve made with keystoned pieces 

Micromosaic being assembled 

Millefiore 
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Opus musivum - The opus 

vermiculatum is extended so 

that the entire area is filled 

with this opus. This gives the 

piece a dynamic sense of 

calming movement, much 

like ripples on a pond. 

Opus palladianum -   A 

seemingly random 

placement of irregularly cut 

mosaic tesserae, referred to 

as crazy paving. This method 

can create a dynamic 

background quickly and 

easily. A modern technique. 

Opus regulatum - mosaic in a 

regular grid-like pattern, as 

you would get a sheet of 

mosaic tiles from the factory. 

Used to fill in large 

backgrounds. Very static. 

Opus sectile -  Tesserae cut 

to fit a particular shape. 

Opus tesselatum - Latin ‘set with small cubes’ Tesserae laid in a rectilinear, brick 

pattern.  This technique was used for geometric designs, borders and backgrounds. 

Opus vermiculatum - Latin ‘worm-like’. This method is used to highlight the contours of 

the main images. The tesserae create a halo effect which emphasises the image. 

Picassiette - in French this  is used to describe someone who is a freeloader/scrounger/

scab etc. In mosaic terms it is now used to describe a style of mosaic that incorporates 

pieces of broken pottery, china plates, buttons, figurines, and found object.  

Pizza - a thin smalti slab or disc which is made by pressing the fused glass on a flat 

surface or by drawing it through two cylinders. After annealing, (controlled cooling) the 

slab is cut with diamond-pointed instruments or a hammer and hardie. 

Polymer – A chemical compound essentially consisting of repeating structural units. 

Polymers such as EVA, PVA, SBR, and others are all commonly used in the industry.  

Polymer Modified – cementitious products are often ‘polymer modified’. which allows 

specific properties to be imparted to the cement; commonly, freeze/thaw resistance, 

improved flexibility, and improved adhesion. There are also polymers used to make the 

cement waterproof or sufficiently elastic so that it acts like an anti-fracture membrane. 

Porcelain tile - a tile generally made by the dust-pressed method of a composition that 

produces a dense impervious fine-grained tile. Perfect for exterior applications. 

Pot life - the period of time during which a material maintains its workable properties 

after mixing. 

 
Kim Grant 
www.kimgrantmosaics.com  

https://www.kimgrantmosaics.com
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Eleven Australians are still coming down to earth after an exciting fourteen days in 

Northern Italy on a customized mosaic tour of Venice, Spilimbergo and Ravenna coor-

dinated by Australian mosaicist Helen Bodycomb. The tour was well designed with a 

diverse program that enabled us to learn about the mosaics of northern Italy with 

multiple perspectives from various experts and institutions, forming a broad web of 

information for us to digest slowly over the coming months. This multilayered ap-

proach to learning included visiting historical sites and museums, learning about mo-

saic restoration, observing smalti manufacturing, and participating in workshops. We 

were joined on each stage of the tour by specialist guides and teachers who en-

hanced our experience with local, historical and technical knowledge.  

 

The Venetian beginning to the 

tour was exciting and immer-

sive with our guide and culinary 

expert Ingrid Gaiotto from Giro 

Tours. We soon became used 

to travelling on the vaporetti 

(water buses) and enjoyed sam-

pling different culinary delights 

with daily gourmet meals. High-

lights included a visit to St 

Mark’s Basilica and the restora-

tion museum, a tour of the Orsoni factory including watching the processes in the 

furnace room, visiting the islands of Murano, Burano and Torcello, a glamorous water 

taxi tour of the Grand Canal, a visit to the Doges Palace and the Peggy Guggenheim 

Museum as well as free time to explore sites we were interested in. 

 

After the fast pace of Venice, we travelled 

north to the fascinating Roman mosaic site 

of Aquileia where we toured the museum, 

archaeological sites and the Basilica of San-

ta Maria Assunta, Crypt of Excavations 

where you can view different layers of exca-

vation simultaneously.  From Aquileia, we 

went to Spilimbergo, a medieval walled 

town nestled at the feet of the Dolomite 

mountains. Our time here was mostly spent 

at La Scuola di Mosaicisti del Friuli where we 

had a tour and a three-day workshop on 

Aquileian mosaics led by Maestra Carolina 

Zanelli. 

 

Caitlin Hughes is a Blue 

Mountains artist and 

Director of Hughes Stu-

dio - School of Visual Art 

and Mosaic. Caitlin 

gained a BFA from NAS 

and a MTeach in VA Ed. 

at USYD and is passion-

ate about mosaic edu-

cation and the develop-

ment of mosaic as an 

art form in Australia.  
Guided tour of the Grand Canal Venice 

Mosaic excavations in Aquileia 
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Visiting the school for the first time is over-

whelming. It is a regional institution dedicated 

solely to the teaching and learning of mosaic. 

The facility is large and well-appointed and is 

abundantly decorated with well-crafted repli-

cas of mosaics from the Roman and Byzantine 

eras.   

 

It has a large collection of mosaics that pay homage to modern and contemporary 

painters as well as galleries showing exemplifying students’ more experimental designs. 

It was interesting to see the strong emphasis on the team approach to mosaic construc-

tion with larger works having been completed homogeneously by a class of students.  

 

After a tour of the Dona family smalti factory we left the 

tranquillity of Spilimbergo with heavy bags and travelled to 

Ravenna in the region of Emilia Romagna. We stopped en 

route to meet with historian Manuela Farneti who led us 

through the extraordinary sites of Pomposa Abbey, St Apolli-

nare in Classe, the Basilica of San Vitale and the very moving 

Mausoleum of Galla Placidia. Ravenna offered many other 

experiences in the way of museums, heritage sites, artist’s 

studios, concerts and more gourmet enjoyment. 

 

 

The focus of our time in Ravenna was a 

four day workshop in the Ravenna meth-

od at the vibrant and bustling school of 

Koko Mosaico. Under the tuition of mo-

saicists Arianna Gallo, Luca Barberini 

and their helpful team we were guided 

through the different stages of the dou-

ble reverse technique, a complex but 

interesting process. 

 

This immersive tour was a unique and special 

experience for all participants. I am sure I 

can speak for the group when I extend sin-

cere thanks to tour coordinator Helen Body-

comb and other key contributors for facilitat-

ing such a great opportunity for Australian 

mosaicists. 

 

 

Caitlin Hughes 
www.hughesstudio.com.au  

 

Find out more about tour leader Helen Bodycomb at www.helenbodycomb.com 

The group with Luca Barberini,  

Arianna Gallo and team at Koko Mosaico 

Learning the Ravenna technique at Koko Mosaico, Ravenna 

Concert in San Vitale, Ravenna 

 

L_R:  Maestra Carolina Zan-

elli, tour coordinator Helen 

Bodycomb, Senior Adminis-

trator Luca Savoldo at 

Scuola Mosaicisti del Friuli 

http://www.hughesstudio.com.au
http://www.helenbodycomb.com/
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Last year I was privileged to be part of the 1st International symposium in Ploaghe, 

Sardinia organized by Italian mosaicist, Maestro Giulio Menossi.  This year, I was de-

lighted to be asked by Giulio to be part of a group of nine mosaicists making up the 

2nd International Symposium in Clauiano, a village in the north of Italy, near Trieste 

and near the borders of Slovenia and Austria. The region is also famous for wine. 

 

Alchemical Transformation 
Before travelling to Italy, we were given 

the theme of Alchemical Conversion -

Spirit, shape and material mutation.  We 

each had an individual sponsor.  Eight 

were wine producers, and one was a 

restaurateur and vinegar maker.  Each 

of the sponsors financially supported 

the project and becomes the owner of 

the piece especially created for them.  

Each of us was given a barrel from our 

sponsor company and required to use 

it in our art piece by removing, de-

stroying, recomposing, or transforming 

it. Once we had been matched with 

our sponsors, we were able to com-

municate with them beforehand about 

what we were making. 

 
The Symposium 

The symposium lasted for 12 days, with a gala 

evening at the end.  Following that, the works 

were to go on show in various places in Italy be-

fore returning permanently to the sponsors.  

Our board, lodging and materials were all cov-

ered but we were asked to bring a mosaic ham-

mer, any other tools we wanted to use and any 

unusual or specific materials.  Smalti, marble 

and local stone were waiting for us when we ar-

rived.  

 

We all stayed in a lovely B&B in Udine, the town 

where Guiolio Menossi lives and works, and 

commuted daily to Clauiano, a small village 

about half an hour from Udine.  We were picked 

up in a van each day by the tiny and enthusiastic 

mother of Mateo, who together with Maida was 

one of the mainstays of Clauiano Mosaics and 

More, the symposium organisers who worked tire-

lessly to arrange everything. 

Marian Shapiro lives 

and works in the lower 

blue mountains just 

outside Sydney, NSW.  

She has been making 

mosaics full time since 

2003.  This year she 

was honoured to be 

invited to be one of 

nine participants in the 

2nd International Sym-

posium of Contempo-

rary Mosaic in Claui-

ano Italy. Here she 

shares her personal 

experience of this event. 

The workspace 
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The Work 
We arrived on the Saturday and the 

symposium proper began on the 

Sunday evening with a social event to 

meet the sponsors.  The next day, we 

started in earnest.  Our first visit was 

to Mateo’s furniture factory where we 

were given our barrels and started 

the process of deconstruction and 

reconstruction, with help from Mateo 

and his crew.  This took up the whole 

of the first day, and for some of us, 

two days.  My barrel was really excit-

ing as it turned out to have held red 

wine (in a mainly white wine region) 

and was stained purple by its con-

tents and sparkling with tartaric acid 

crystals from the wine production.  

 

So it began – exciting, exhilarating and 

very hard work. For many of us it was 

the first time working alongside other 

people with separate projects.   Like 

most artists I’m used to the solitary 

existence and setting my own sched-

ule, so working in public alongside oth-

ers to an externally imposed rhythm 

was very different.  We started work at 

9 am, and worked through till 6.30 or 

7.30 pm most days.   The public were 

invited to come and talk to us while we 

were working and often Prosecco (a 

dry sparkling Italian wine) and snacks 

would appear in the late afternoon.  

While sometimes personally challeng-

ing, working in a group was fantastic.  It 

was great to get feedback from other 

artists and Giulio was very supportive 

of us as individuals, spending a lot of 

time with people.   

 

My work, To the Light, was inspired by the vine shoots. I built it on a structure of staves 

from the barrel, using one end of the barrel as a base and exposing the  inside.  I built 

strands of twining substrates to represent the vines and used local stone on the bot-

tom of the barrel with the andamento inspired by the patterns in the pavements in a 

local town. 

Making my sculpture 

Section of my work 

The Artists 

 

Aida Valencia 

Mexico 

 

Ana Foncerrada 

Mexico 

 

Catia Usevicius Maia 

Brazil 

 

Dianne Sonnenberg 

USA/Canada 

 

Karla Duterloo 

South Africa 

 

Lilian Sizemore 

USA 

 

Marian Shapiro 

Australia 

 

Sibel Akkaba 

Turkey 

 

Yulia Hanansen 

USA 
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In the evenings, we were 

hosted by the sponsors, 

going to one each night.  

Being Italy, this meant we 

ate (and drank) in style, get-

ting a vineyard tour each 

time, plus meals which went 

from excellent home cook-

ing to gourmet nine course 

events.  The gala exhibition 

and party at the end went 

on into the wee hours.   

 

All in all it was a fantastic and thrilling experience, exciting, exhausting, challenging, but 

one I wouldn’t have missed for anything,  A huge thank you to Giulio Menossi for inviting 

me to be involved in a symposium for the second time, and to all our sponsors and sup-

porters. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Marian Shapiro 
www.dariandesign.com.au 
 

Clauiano Mosaics and 

More Website here 

Facebook  

See videos of the sym-

posium here 

Marian will be talking 

about her experience 

at Clauiano at the 

symposium in Hobart 

Unveiling the works at the gala 

Works in progress 

Clockwise from top left 

 

Ana Foncerrada 

Dianne Sonnenberg 

Karla Duterloo 

Aida Valencia 

Sibel Akkaba 

Lilian Sizemore 

Catia Usevicius Maia 

Yulia Hanansen 

http://Www.dariandesign.com.au
http://www.clauianomosaics.com/
https://www.facebook.com/clauianomosaics/
https://www.facebook.com/clauianomosaics.more/media_set?set=vb.100005108289319&type=2
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I’d love more 

MAANZ members 

to be featured 

and am looking 

for photographs 

of recently com-

pleted original 

mosaics.  If you 

would like your 

work  featured in 

a future issue 

email me HERE  

Marian Shapiro 

eMag Editor 

Miryam Simpson, QLD 

Early Earth, 2016 

45 h x 60 cm d 

Smalti and stained glass 

 

 

Sharon Pine, NZ 

Domino Dancer II, 2017 

41 x  41 x 8 cm 

Vintage china, vitreous tiles, glass tiles, 

costume jewellery, glitter tiles 

Susan Faijnkind, VIC 

Fleur, 2017 

66 h x 23 w x 8 cm d 

Porcelain and china 

 

 

mailto:newsletter@maanz.org?subject=Members'%20Gallery
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This year a few of our NSW MAANZ members have had wonderful opportunities to trav-

el and study mosaic in Italy, I look forward to bringing you a little glimpse into their ex-

periences later in the year.  In the meantime, you can read something about their ad-

ventures in the eMag. 

 

2018 NSW Exhibition 

To allow everyone plenty of time to prepare, the dates for the NSW MAANZ exhibition 

that will be held in Sydney in 2018 will be released before Christmas this year. We are 

looking at a possible September/October 2018 exhibition. Venue and theme to be de-

cided. 

 

Symposium 

I am really looking forward to catching up with old friends and meeting the many new 

ones who attend this year’s symposium, which is so close now. 

 

Mosaics at the Airport 

On a recent trip overseas I discov-

ered two stunning floor mosaic in-

stallations at the Sydney Internation-

al Airport. I searched the surround-

ing floors and wall for the artist and 

have trolled unsuccessfully on the 

internet. The beautifully designed 

floor  installations are fun and col-

ourful and such a beautiful sight 

amongst all the people and bustle. 

They appear to be smalti and would 

have been a huge undertaking on such a large scale. If anyone knows who the artist is, 

could you please let me know?  I love the style.  I’ve included pictures of just part of 

these mosaics. 

 

The more well known mosaic installation at 

the airport is the Green and Gold Bell frog, a 

huge 3D mosaic sculpture by Ron Smith. 

 

 

Francessca O’Donnell 
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Winter is in full swing in Brisbane.  Lots of sunny days but cool, chilly nights and 

mornings.   I look forward to warmer weather as it’s more pleasant working into the 

long summer evenings and enjoying the great outdoors. I like winter and the change of 

the seasons, but for making mosaics, I guess I am a summer girl! 

 

Symposium 

I am looking forward to catching up with mosaic friends at the Hobart symposium in 

August and meeting other MAANZ members for the first time.  There are still places 

available in some workshops and I am very excited about my fantasy mosaic leaf class. 

It’s all about the build and many new tips and tricks! 

 

QLD Meet-ups 

I am planning some MAANZ meet-ups in Brisbane starting after the symposium. There 

will be lots to share then as it’s sure to set everyone’s mosaic creativity and mosaic mojo 

to a record high.  I look forward to these meetings and planning some MAANZ events 

for Queensland members.  Queensland members will be encouraged to meet up with 

other mosaic enthusiasts in their region and network.   

 

We can consider sharing the highlights from MAANZ Brisbane or regional get-togethers 

via video and have time slots to hook up via Facebook live.  Would you find this 

beneficial?  I hope you are all enjoying your mosaics and don’t forget to check the 

MAANZ Facebook Page for updates on the symposium and other interesting topics 

from MAANZ and members. 

 

Keep in Touch 

If you have won any mosaic awards, exhibited or plan to exhibit, wish to share special 

tips or tricks,  seen any fabulous mosaics in your Queensland travels or been involved in 

community art projects please send me the info, (project name, date, location, photos, 

artists etc) for inclusion in our Queensland MAANZ newsletters and this rep’s report.   

 

Don’t forget you also have the option of having your paid, professional link under the 

resources page on the MAANZ website here or promote your workshops or products in 

the MAANZ newsletter with a paid advertisement. Details here. 

 

Keep warm and mosaic on!  Hope to see you in Hobart!   

 

Cheers and happy mosaics!   

Sandy Robertson 

http://maanz.org/resources/
http://maanz.org/emag/
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Workshops and Events 

Several mosaic workshops and events are on at different locations in the state. For 

more details, please contact the following MAANZ members: 

 

 Julie Aldridge   juliekaldridge@gmail.com  

 Sally Alexander  aal71461@bigpond.net.au 

 Penny Craig  pcraig2912@yahoo.com.au   

 Jane Silk   janesilk10@gmail.com 

 

 

South Australian Living Artist Festival (SALA) 

Artists in South Australia are putting the finishing touches on their artworks to be 

displayed during the South Australian Living Artist Festival. The program has been 

released last Saturday and can also be accessed on the web here. Mosaics are featuring 

at quite a few places; for example The Natural Elements of Life  at the Barossa Village, 

From Little Things Big Things Grow in the Barossa Bushgardens, opening Sunday 6th at 2 

pm, and Put A Bird On It by artists Sue Garrad and Melissa Duncan. Ripples Community 

Arts Inc is featuring the exhibition EDGY at The Gym in Campbelltown on Brookway 

Drive every weekend from 1:30 to 4 pm. SALA photos will follow in the next state 

newsletter.  

 

Meeting at Ripples 

On 11th November at 10.30 am you are invited to join Ripples artists at their com-

munity arts centre to learn more about this exciting group and view the amazing 

mosaics scattered throughout Lochiel Park Eco Village. For more information about this 

community arts group, see here. 

Kristin Wohlers 

Sue Leitch 

Hello to all the Tasmanian members and a special welcome to our new members who 

have come on board. 

 

We have had a couple of quick get togethers at Daci and Daci to talk about the 

upcoming symposium and thank you to those of you who have offered to volunteer 

some time. 

 

We still need more volunteers so have a look at the symposium pages to see how to 

sign up and find a job that will suit you and your availability. 

 

I am looking forward to seeing you all at the symposium if you can make it.  You may 

also want to check out two of our local members Rachel Bremner and Wendy Edwards 

who are part of an exhibition at the same time at the Waterside Pavilion with MAANZ 

Vice President Pamela Irving and one of our National Exhibition judges Helen 

Bodycomb.   

mailto:juliekaldridge@gmail.com
mailto:juliekaldridge@gmail.com
mailto:pcraig2912@yahoo.com.au
mailto:janesilk10@gmail.com
https://www.salafestival.com/program
https://ripplescommunityarts.wordpress.com/mosaics
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Bev Plowman 

What an amazing winter we’ve had in Melbourne so far with so many days with blue 

skies. Time to get in the studio with the heaters cranking and keep creating. 

 

Meetings about Sticky Subjects 

In Victoria we have been continuing with our presentations for members. The last one 

was also great with our national exhibition coordinator, Fiona Tettman and Belinda 

Conibeer from Beliana Mosaics discussing glues, substrates and tools. 

 

 Fiona interviewed numerous mosaicists around the 

state for tips on glues, tints, substrates etc and collat-

ed it into a great handout for reference for all those 

lucky members there. We all learned something new 

which was great. Belinda showed us her sticky QuikS-

tik mosaic mesh and Skewpics. Great tools for using 

in our mosaic making.  

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all our amazing members who 

have given their time so willingly to help edu-

cate and pass knowledge on to others. 

 

 

 

July Meeting 

We are lucky. Coming up on July 19th Pamela Irving is presenting a wonderful talk on 

Amazing Mosaic Environments Around the World.  Her knowledge is amazing and I’m sure 

we will all pick up somewhere in the world that will now end up on our must visit list. 

 

Overseas Tours 

Helen Bodycomb, one of our juror/judges for the National exhibition has been over-

seas with a tour of Italy, Croatia and Malta etc . Her amazing expertise has hopefully 

helped her enjoy the process of examining works for the exhibition.  You can read 

about her Italy tour in this edition of the eMag. 

 

Symposium 

I am so looking forward to Tasmania to hear all the amazing speakers and see all the 

fabulous work that has been created. What a beautiful venue too.  It will be fun catch-

ing up and chatting with members I haven’t seen for ages. 

Glues 

Tinting Grout 
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Irreverent Tales 

Pamela Irving has also been 

greatly honoured recently with 

the Box Hill Artspace Gallery 

collating works that she has 

made over many years ( from 

1984-2017)  to put together 

the Irreverent Tales exhibition. 

All Pamela’s work, even if it 

seems funny, quirky or frivo-

lous has a deeper back story 

that is just as important as the 

look of her work. It was a fabu-

lous exhibition.   

 

It included Larry, the famous 

Wedding Cake, Yolo Man, her 

Apocalyptic Alphabet and many 

more.  

Clockwise from top 

Entrance to the exhibition 

Swan Song or Duck Face 

Overview 
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We have continued our program of 

varied monthly events recently, hosting 

a visit to City Farm, a social mosaic day 

at Frendz Arts and Craft Supply and last 

month a workshop at Dramatic Glass 

Studio in Wanneroo where we made 

glass cabochons. As always it was a 

great day with Philomena at her beauti-

ful studio. A full class of members en-

joyed the experience of making their 

own cabochons and other glass inserts 

to use in their mosaics. 

 

Future Events  

 

July 

Our next event will be a technical presentation at Morgan Ceramic Tile Adhesives, Bas-

sendean.  Substrates, adhesives and grouts will be discussed and explained.  

 

When:  Thursday 27th July, 10.00am to 12.00 noon.  

  Join us for lunch afterwards at a nearby venue 

Where:  24 Hanwell Way, Bassendean 

Cost:  Free.  (Optional lunch at own expense) 

RSVP:  By 21st  July to warep@maanz.org 

 

August   

National Symposium, Hobart, Tasmania. 17 th  – 21st August.See here 

 

September  

Perth Royal Show 23rd – 30th September. Entries close 31st July 

 

October:  

When:  9th October 

What:  A day in the country hosted by member Janette Huston at her  

  property in Gidgegannup.  

 

When:  30th October to 2nd November 

What:  Mosaic Retreat 

Where:  Red Gum Retreat, Dwellingup 

Expressions of interest are now open. Places are limited to 18 on a twin share basis. 

However only eight places are left, so if you think you might like to come please regis-

ter your interest asap by emailing. warep@maanz.org 

 

November 

End of Year celebration. Details to be determined. 

Dorothy Burke 
 The Making Cabochons day 

mailto:warep@maanz.org?subject=27%20July
http://maanz.org/welcome_to_hobart/symposium-2017/
mailto:warep@maanz.org?subject=27%20July
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Recovery House Mosaic 

Last year at the Red Gum Retreat, 

we set to work on  a mosaic to be 

gifted to Richmond Wellbeing’s 

Recovery House in Queens Park.  

The mosaic is now installed in the 

garden courtyard of Recovery 

House and is being enjoyed by 

those participating in the intensive 

residential program at the house. 

 

Recently, Kathy Whiteside, Margie Bowes and myself visited Recovery House to see 

the mosaic in situ. Thank you everyone who had a hand in this beautiful work. 

 

Nannup Mosaicists 

Mosaics are well represented in 

the south west of the state and 

the Nannup group recently held a 

very successful exhibition. In addi-

tion, they visited the Margaret Riv-

er Open Studios in April featuring 

mosaic artists including our mem-

ber Joanna Alferink pictured here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Symposium 

At this stage eight WA members are registered to travel to Tasmania for the Symposi-

um and we are very much looking forward to it.  

 

See you in Hobart! 

Recovery House mosaic with R-L 

Manager Anna, Margie and Kathy 



 

Advertisements 

Advertisements 
Page 25 

Meet our Symposium Vendors 

http://www.artopiamosaics.com/
http://www.mosaicbazarr.com.au/
http://www.smaltiaustralia.com/
http://www.wendyhellemanglass.com.au/
http://www.wintercreekmosaics.com.au/
http://www.ozmosaics.com.au/shop
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Meet our Symposium Vendors 

http://www.hughesstudio.com.au/
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http://www.laticrete.com.au/


Our mailing address is: 
Mosaic Association of Australia and NZ 

747 Darling Street Rozelle 

Sydney, New South Wales 2039, Australia 

 

Contact Us 
President: 
president@maanz.org  
 
Newsletter Editor:  
newsletter@maanz.org  
 
Visit us on the web at www.maanz.org  
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Welcome to New Members 

© MAANZ and the original authors unless otherwise stated.  All artwork © to the artist.  Not to be reproduced in any form 

without permission. 

 

Executive Committee 

President :                       Noula Diamantopoulos 

Vice President:                Pamela Irving 

Treasurer:                        David Lacey 

Secretary:                        Cetta Pilati 

 

Branch Reps 

New South Wales:          Francessca O’Donnell 

Victoria:                            Bev Plowman 

Queensland:                    Sandy Robertson 

South Australia:               Kristin Wohlers 

Western Australia:          Dorothy Burke 

Tasmania:                        Sue Leitch 

New Zealand:                  Janet Derbyshire 

 

Committee Appointees 

2017 Symposium Co-ordinator:    Sue Leitch 

Database/web Administrator:        David Lacey 

Education/Community Officer:      Caitlin Hughes 

Newsletter Editor:                           Marian Shapiro 

Community Works Officer:             Position Vacant 

  

Committee Members 

Caitlin Hughes 

Cetta Pilati 

NSW  
Maria Mavrolefterou 

Vicki Petrakis  

NT  
Janie Andrews  

NZ  
Jan Stiupples  
QLD  
Deb Easton  

SA 

Karen George 

Linda Swaney 

Eloise Taylor   

TAS  
Stephanie Cooke 

Christine Huett  

Agnes Marchioli   

VIC  
Terrie Bayliss  

Janet Campbell 

Susan Fajnkind  

Helen Fox  

Desma Talamo  

Judith Watson   

 

 

 

mailto:president@maanz.org
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http://www.maanz.org

